
Mahogany. The word itself conjures a sense of depth, comfort…luxury.
Its ri c h , r e d  t im b e r r e so n a t e s w ith us. W e  w i d e n o ur e y e s a t its a m a z-
in g , w a vy lust e r a n d a d ore  its c l a ssi c  sty l e . For g e n e r a tio ns, m a h o g a ny
h a s si g n if i e d  w e a lth a n d  w a r m th . W e  a p p r e c i a t e  it so m u c h , w e ’ v e
e v e n n a m e d o ur c h ild re n a ft e r it.

M a h o g a ny w a s first us e d  a ro un d 1500 b y Euro p e a ns f o llo w in g th e
Sp a n ish e x p l o r a t i o n a n d  c o l o n iz a t i o n o f th e  N e w  Wo rl d . It b e c a m e
prize d b y furn iture  m a k e rs for its d a rk, re d d ish c o lor a n d for its st a b ility—
n ot to o h a rd to c a rv e , it c o u l d b e  s c ro ll e d  to th e  fin e st d e t a il w ith o ut
bre a kin g . Th is q u a lity e n a b l e d a n e lit e  styl e  o f e a rly Euro p e a n furn iture .
M a h o g a ny b e c a m e a  st a n d a rd o f d esig n .

But th e  h istory o f m a h o g a ny is a lso th e  h istory o f c o lo n i a lism , f orest
d e stru c t i o n a n d  e v e n  m a ss m u r d e r,  a s t h e  d e m a n d  f o r t h is w o o d

d ro v e  lo g g e rs d e e p e r a n d d e e p e r into p ristin e  jun g l es, p uttin g th e m in
c o n f l i c t w i t h  t h e  f o r e st  e c o syst e m s a n d  w i t h  t h e ir o ri g i n a l h u m a n
i n h a b i t a n t s .  W e s t  I n d i a n  ( C a r i b b e a n )  m a h o g a n y ,  S w i e t e n i a
m a h o g a n i , w a s t h e  f irst  t o  b e  e x p l o i t e d ; s o m e t i m e s c a l l e d  “ tru e ”
m a h o g a ny , it is still c o nsid e r e d to b e  th e  b est o f th e  thr e e  N e w World
m a h o g a n i es. By th e  l a t e  1800s, l a rg e  tre es w e re  h a rd to c o m e b y a n d
d e m a n d  h a d  sh if t e d  t o  P a c if i c  C o a st m a h o g a n y , S. h u m i l is, w h i c h
w o u l d , in turn , b e c o m e  r a r e  in tr a d e  d u e  t o  o v e r-l o g g in g . Sin c e  th e
1950s,  t h e  m a j o r s p e c i e s in tr a d e  h a s b e e n b i g-l e a f  m a h o g a n y ,  S.
m a c ro p h y ll a . Th e  tr e e  r a n g e s fro m m i d- C e ntr a l A m e ri c a  int o  So uth
A m e ri c a  a n d is f o un d ext e nsiv e ly in Br a zil, Bo liv i a  a n d Pe ru , w h e re  it is
c urre ntly b e in g o v e r-h a rv est e d .

Sin c e  th e  1980s, e n v iro n m e nt a l o r g a n iz a t i o ns h a v e  r e p o rt e d  v i o-
l e nt c o n fli c ts w ith lo g g e rs a n d  in d i g e n o us f or e st p e o p l e s. By 1995, a t
l e a st  10 in d i g e n o us tri b e s l iv in g  in th e  r a in f o r e sts o f  Br a z i l h a d  h a d
m e m b e rs k i l l e d  b y  i l l e g a l  l o g g e rs .  To d a y ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  m a h o g a n y
e x p o rt e r is P e ru . Est i m a t e s a r e  th a t 80 p e r c e n t o f l o g g in g  in P e ru is
d o n e  i l l e g a l l y ,  a n d  i n d i g e n o u s p e o p l e —s o m e  o f  w h o m  d e s ir e  t o
re m a in iso l a t e d— a re  a g a in in c o nfli c t w ith lo g g e rs.

OTHER SPECIES
Bu t m a h o g a n y isn ’ t  t h e  o n ly  tr o p i c a l s p e c i e s i n  h i g h  d e m a n d .

Exp orts fro m Br a zil o f ip ê , a  sp e c i es th a t w a s re l a tiv e ly unkn o w n in th e
Un it e d  St a t e s u n t il r e c e nt ly , h a v e  n o w t o p p e d  th os e  o f m a h o g a ny .

W ith a  n a tur a l r a n g e  sim il a r t o  m a h o g a ny , i p ê , o ft e n c a ll e d  Br a zili a n
w a lnut in th e  Un it e d  St a t es, is use d f or d e c kin g , flo orin g , b e n c h es a n d
e v e n sinks a n d  b a thtu b s. Un f o rtu n a t e ly , 80 p e r c e nt o f i p ê  l o g g in g  is
i l l e g a l ,  r e su lt i n g  i n t h e  m a ssi v e  d e stru c t i o n o f  a n c i e n t f o r e sts.  A n d
th e re ’s n o su c h th in g a s a n ip ê  “ p l a nt a tio n .” Ip ê  is b e in g c ut fro m o ld-
g r o w th f o r e sts, w h i c h a r e  fr o m 250 t o  1 ,000 y e a rs o l d . Th e  A m a z o n
r a in f o r e sts in w h i c h th e y g ro w h a v e  e xist e d  in th e ir c urr e nt st a t e  f o r
m illio ns o f y e a rs. 

In Asi a , e xp lo it a tio n o f t e a k w a s c lose ly ti e d to th e  British c o lo n iz a -
t i o n o f  In d i a  a n d  Bu r m a  a n d  t h e  D u t c h  c o l o n iz a t i o n o f  In d o n e si a .
Re v e re d f or its in c re d ib l e  d ur a b ility , t e a k w a s use d b y th ese  c o lo n ize rs
l a rg e ly to b u ild th e ir n a v a l sh ips. Th e  d e m a n d f or t e a k h a s c o ntrib ut e d
to th e  d e a th o f th o us a n ds, a s w e ll a s to th e  d e m ise  o f th e  m a jority o f

th e  f o r e sts o f In d i a , Th a il a n d  a n d  Bur m a . To d a y , t e a k is a lso us e d  f o r
in d o or a n d o utd o or furn iture , flo orin g , d e c kin g a n d c o nstru c tio n .

CAUSE AND EFFECT
G lo b a lly , th e  exp lo it a tio n o f tim b e r h a s b e e n a  m a jor d riv in g f orc e

b e h in d  c o lo n i a lism , g e n o c i d e , m urd e r a n d  th e  o v e rthro w o f a t l e a st
o n e  g o v e rn m e nt. Th e  tr a d e  in ill e g a l w o o d is th e  s e c o n d l a rg e st illi c it
tr a d e  in th e  w orld , o utstrip p e d o n ly b y th e  tr a d e  in d ru gs.

L o g g i n g  f o r w o o d  is t h e  s i n g l e  g r e a t e s t  f a c t o r l e a d i n g  t o  t h e
d e stru c t i o n o f t h e  w o rl d ’s f o r e sts. A c c o r d in g  t o  th e  Un it e d  N a t i o ns
F o o d  a n d  A g ri c u ltur e  O rg a n iz a t io n (UNFA O ), th e  w o rl d  los e s a n e st i-
m a t e d  13 .5 m illio n h e c t a r e s o f f o r e st e a c h y e a r. O f th a t , 12 .6 m illio n
h e c t a r e s a r e  tro p i c a l f o r e st . But UN FA O  c o nsi d e rs “ d e f o r e st a t io n ”  t o
b e  th e  c l e a rin g  o f a t l e a st 90 p e r c e nt o f tr e e  c o v e r. D urin g  ty p i c a l
r a i n f o r e s t  l o g g i n g ,  u p  t o  50 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  s u rr o u n d i n g  f o r e s t  is
d ir e c t l y  d a m a g e d  t h r o u g h  r o a d  b u i l d i n g ,  sk i d d e r tr a i ls a n d  fr o m
p e ri p h e r a l d a m a g e  fro m b u ll d oz e rs. Th is l a rg e-s c a l e  f or e st d e g r a d a -
t i o n isn ’ t c o nsi d e r e d  “ d e f o r e st a t i o n ”  b y UN FA O  a n d  m a y n o t sh o w
u p o n s a t e llit e  im a g e s. Re c e nt stu d i e s h a v e  sh o w n th a t UNFA O  nu m-
b e rs f o r tro p i c a l f o r e st l oss sh o u l d  b e  d o u b l e d  t o  c o nsi d e r d a m a g e
fro m lo g g in g .

A d d itio n a lly , d urin g th e  1990s, a n a v e r a g e  o f 3 m illio n h e c t a r e s o f
n e w p l a nt a tio ns w e re  p l a nt e d  g lo b a lly e a c h y e a r, a n d UNFA O  c o unts
th e s e  a s o ffs e tt in g  n a tur a l f o r e st l oss. But p l a nt a t i o ns a r e  n o t f o r e sts.

Natural Selection
When p icking wo o d , cho ose wise ly
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Logging for wood is the single greatest factor leading to
the destruction of the world’s forests.

           



Th e y c a nn ot su p p ort th e  b io d iv e rsity o f a ny o l d-g ro wth f or e sts, m u c h
l ess th e  in c re d ib l e  d iv e rsity o f tro p i c a l r a in f orests.

A c c o r d in g  t o  th e  Wo rl d  R e so ur c e s Inst itu t e  (WRI) , if n e w  p l a nt a -
tio ns a r e  e x c lu d e d  fro m c o nsi d e r a tio n , it a p p e a rs th a t n a tur a l f or e sts
in th e  tro p i cs a re  b e in g lost a t th e  r a t e  o f n e a rly 16 m illio n h e c t a res a
y e a r. “Th e  ext e nt o f tro p i c a l d e f orest a tio n a p p e a rs to b e  h ig h e r [th a n
FA O  estim a t es] in a ll tro p i c a l re g io ns e xc e p t La tin A m e ri c a ,” s a id Em ily
M a tth e ws, o f WRI.

F or inst a n c e , th e  Ph ili p p in e s, orig in a lly th e  p rim a ry so urc e  o f l a u a n
p lyw o o d , h a s a b out 4 p e rc e nt o f its forests re m a in in g , y e t, a c c ord in g to
Ph ilip p in e  Se n a tor Lore n Le g a rd a , “Un c h e c k e d ill e g a l lo g g in g re m a ins
th e  m a in c u l p rit ”  in c o n t in u e d  f o r e st d e stru c t i o n . A s D r. M i c h a e l A .
Be n g w a y a n w ro t e  in a n a rti c l e  titl e d , “Ph ili p p in e  f or e st sur f a c e  to  b e
g o n e  b y 2025 , ”  w h i c h a p p e a r e d  in Th e  Bru n e i T i m e s, “ G o v e rn m e nt
n e g lig e n c e  h a s p ro m p t e d  th e  d e v a st a tio n o f f or e sts. To d a y , m u c h o f
th e  re m a in in g forests a re  still b e in g inv a d e d b y c o m m e rc i a l lo g g e rs.”

Th e  first w a v e  o f lo g g e rs inv a d in g p rim a ry tro p i c a l f or e sts—h a lf o f
w h o m a re  lo g g in g ill e g a lly— a r e  usu a lly s e e kin g h ig h-v a lu e  w o o ds f or
e xp o rt . W ith o ut th e  b i g  p a y o ffs f o r m a h o g a ny , i p ê , j a to b a  (Br a zili a n
c h e rry) ,  A fri c a n  m a h o g a n y ,  r a m i n ,  t e a k a n d  o t h e r p ri c e y w o o d s,
th e s e  lo g g e rs c o u l d n ’ t a ff ord th e  b u ll d oze rs, tru c ks a n d  ski d d e rs n e c-
ess a ry to p un c h n e w ro a ds into p ristin e  f orests.

O n c e a  lo g g in g ro a d is in p l a c e , th e  c h a in o f d estru c tion h a s b e g un
a n d th e  f ore st w ill lik e ly b e  to t a lly d estroy e d . A c c ord in g to UNFA O , 70
p e rc e nt o f d e f or e st a tio n d u e  to sh iftin g c u ltiv a tio n is p r e c i p it a t e d  b y

th e  exist e n c e  o f lo g g in g ro a ds. Th e  WRI flip p e d th is fig ure  to sh o w th a t
a  lo g g e d f ore st in th e  tro p i cs is e ig ht tim e s m ore  lik e ly to b e  d e f ore st-
e d th a n o n e  re m a in in g un lo g g e d .

Hig h-v a lu e  sp e c i es t a rg e t e d  b y l e g a l a n d ill e g a l lo g g e rs f or e xp ort
in c lu d e : m a h o g a ny (So uth A m e ri c a n a n d  A fri c a n), i p ê  (Br a zili a n w a l-
n u t) ,  j a t o b a  (Br a z i l i a n  c h e rry ) a n d  v ir o l a  i n  t h e  A m a z o n ; A fri c a n
m a h o g a ny , w e n g e , o ko u m é  a n d  p a d a uk in A fri c a ; a n d  r a m in , a p i-
t o n g ,  k e ru i n g ,  k e m p a s,  k a p u r,  n y a t o h  a n d  b a l a u  i n M a l a ysi a  a n d
In d o n esi a . Se v e nty p e rc e nt o f th e  m a h o g a ny c ut in Br a zil is e xp ort e d ,
a s is 90 p e rc e nt o f th e  oko u m é c ut in G a b o n . 

WASTING AWAY
W a st e  in th e  syst e m is p h e n o m e n a l. Fro m o n e-th ird o f th e  v o lu m e

o f th e  tr e e  b e in g  l e ft in th e  w o o d s t o  th e  f a c t th a t 28 tr e e s o n a v e r-
a g e  a re  kill e d to g e t a t th e  t a rg e t tre e , to m a ssiv e  a m o unts o f lo w e r-
gr a d e  w o o d g o in g to w a st e  a t th e  m ill, e ffi c i e n c y is so l a c kin g th a t a s
litt l e  a s 76 b o a r d  ft . o f c l e a r i p ê  b o a r d s, in l e n g ths l o n g e r th a n 7 ft . ,
m a y b e  im p ort e d  fro m a n e ntire  a c re  lo g g e d .

A n d  th e n th e r e ’s p ly w o o d  (o ft e n c a ll e d  l a u a n o r m e r a nt i in th e
Un it e d  St a t e s). It m a k e s u p  80 p e r c e nt o f U.S. tro p i c a l w o o d  i m p o rts
a n d  is us e d  f o r su b f l o o rin g , int e ri o r d o o rs, p a n e lin g  b a c k in g  a n d  s e t
c o nstru c tio n . In a ll, th e  Un it e d  St a t e s is th e  l a rg e st c o nsu m e r o f tro p i-
c a l h a rd w o o ds b y d o ll a r v a lu e  a n d b y v o lu m e .

Th e  d e stru c t i o n o f tro p i c a l f o r e sts is g e n e r a t in g  th e  l a r g e st m a ss
e xt in c t i o n o ur w o rl d  h a s s e e n sin c e  a n a st e ro i d  stru c k o ur p l a n e t 65
m illio n y e a rs a g o , w i p in g  o ut th e  d in os a urs a n d  65 p e r c e nt o f a ll lif e
o n E a rth . It is estim a t e d th a t th e  c urre nt m a ss e xtin c tio n—p e rp e tr a t e d
b y a  sin g l e  sp e c i e s, Ho m o s a p i e ns—is o c c urrin g a t a  f a st e r r a t e  th a n
th a t w h i c h f o llo w e d th e  a st e ro i d im p a c t. Wh a t th is m a ss r e d u c tio n in
b i o d iv e rsity w ill m e a n f o r us a n d  o ur w o rl d  is c o m p l e t e ly u nkn o w n .
Ev e r h e a r o f th e  “ b utt e rfly e ff e c t”?

ADDRESSING THE ISSUE
G iv e n th is c a t a c lysm i c  r e a lity , w h a t ’s a  c o n c e rn e d  p e rso n to d o ?

M ust w o o d b e  a v o i d e d  e ntir e ly? A c tu a lly , n o . But th e r e  a r e  d e fin it e ly
b e tt e r a lt e rn a tiv es for a  nu m b e r o f a p p li c a tio ns. In ord e r to b e  sust a in-
a b l e , g lo b a l d e m a n d for w o o d a n d w o o d pro d u c ts must d e c re a se  b y
90 p e rc e nt. Prim a ry forests (those  re m a in in g un lo g g e d a n d int a c t) a n d
o ld-gro wth forests (those  th a t a re  200 y e a rs o ld or m ore) must b e  m a d e
o ff-lim its to lo g g in g a n d l a rg e-sc a l e  c o m m e rc i a l a c tiv ity. A ny c o m m e r-
c i a l lo g g in g in se c on d-gro wth forests must b e  c a re fu lly m a n a g e d .

So h o w d o w e  a c h i e v e  th e  n e c e ss a ry r e d u c t io n in d e m a n d ? W e
c a n st a rt b y a v o i d in g  i m p o rt e d  tr o p i c a l h a r d w o o d s, m o r e  th a n 99
p e r c e n t o f  w h i c h a r e  c o m in g  fr o m  o l d -g r o w th f o r e sts.  A s w e l l ,  w e
n e e d  t o  v a st ly r e d u c e  o ur us e  o f p a p e r. Av o i d in g  d is p os a b l e  p a p e r
p ro d u c ts is e ss e nti a l. We  a lso n e e d  to q u i c kly sh ift o ur p a p e r p ro d u c-
t i o n b y in c r e a sin g  th e  c o ll e c t i o n a n d  u t iliz a t i o n o f r e c y c l e d  p a p e r,
w ith  “ v ir g in ”  f i b e r c o m in g  fro m a g ri c u ltur a l r e si d u e s su c h a s w h e a t
a n d ri c e  str a w , su g a r c a n e  w a st e  fi b e r, c orn st a lks, e t c . M a kin g p a p e r
fro m tre es n o lo n g e r m a k es se nse .

H e r e ’s so m e th in g  e ls e  th a t d o e sn ’ t m a k e  s e ns e : W e ’ v e  c r e a t e d
h ig h-d e nsity p o ly e thy l e n e  (HDPE)—o n e  o f th e  m ost d ur a b l e  m a t e ri a ls
e v e r inv e nt e d— a n d w e  use  it f or m ilk ju gs, so m e th in g w e  w a nt to l a st

WHAT ABOUT CERTIFIED WOOD?

Th e  F o r e st St e w a r d sh i p  C o u n c il (FS C ) a c c r e d its o r g a n iz a t i o ns
w h i c h c e rt ify th a t l o g g in g  is w e ll-m a n a g e d  a c c o r d in g  t o  FS C
g u i d e lin e s. Ho w e v e r, so m e  e nv iro n m e nt a lists c l a im th a t 60 p e r-
c e nt o f FS C -c e rtifi e d  w o o d c o m e s fro m o l d-g ro wth f ore sts. C e r-
t a in ly , a  gre a t d e a l o f FS C  w o o d fro m tro p i c a l f orests is fro m o ld-
gro wth a n d p rim a ry f orest lo g g in g . Stu d i es h a v e  sh o w n th a t o ld-
g r o w t h  r a i n f o r e sts su f f e r si g n if i c a n t d a m a g e  e v e n  u n d e r s o-
c a ll e d lo w-im p a c t lo g g in g . For th is re a so n , tro p i c a l w o o d sh o u ld
b e  a v o id e d e ntire ly un l ess it c a n b e  p ro v e n to h a v e  c o m e fro m
c a re fu lly m a n a g e d lo g g in g in se c o n d-gro wth or p l a nt e d  f orests.

Th e  Ra in f orest A c tio n N e tw ork a nn o un c e d in O c to b e r th a t it
is c o nsi d e rin g  e n d in g  its m e m b e rsh i p  in th e  F o r e st St e w a rd sh i p
C o un c il G e n e r a l Ass e m b ly b e c a us e  o f c o n c e rns a b o ut c o ntin-
u e d  c e rt if i c a t i o n o f l o g g in g  in p ri m a ry ( p r e v i o usly u n l o g g e d )
a n d o ld-gro wth f orests. Th e y h a v e  a sk e d f or d a t a  a b o ut th e  p e r-
c e nt a g e  o f FS C  m a t e ri a l so urc e d fro m a n c i e nt f orests.

A lso , Fri e n d s o f E a rth Int e rn a t i o n a l, a  f o u n d in g  m e m b e r o f
th e  FS C , d e c i d e d  in S e p t e m b e r t o  sus p e n d  its su p p o rt o f FS C -
c e rt if i e d  w o o d  a n d  r e v i e w its m e m b e rsh i p  in th e  o r g a n iz a t i o n
b e c a us e  o f c o n c e rn “ th a t so m e  FS C  c e rt if i c a t e s a r e  f a ilin g  t o
g u a r a nt e e  ri g o ro us e n v iro n m e nt a l a n d  so c i a l st a n d a r d s. A s a
resu lt th e  m a rk’s c re d ib ility is b e in g un d e r m in e d .”



( fr o m  t h e  f a r m  t o  t h e  tr a sh  c a n ) f o r a b o u t
t h r e e  w e e ks.  W e  m a k e  m o r e  t h a n  3 m i l l i o n
t o ns o f  it  e a c h y e a r.  A n d  w h e n it  c o m e s t o
p i e rs, p ilin gs, b u lkh e a ds, b o a rd w a lks, m a rin a s,
d o c ks,  o u t d o o r d e c k i n g ,  o u t d o o r f u r n i t u r e
a n d f e n c in g—th in gs w e  w a nt to l a st f ore v e r—
w e m a k e  th ese  th in gs o ut o f w o o d , a  m a t e ri-
a l  t h a t  g e n e r a l l y  l a s ts fr o m  10 t o  25 y e a rs.
W h a t ’ s w r o n g  w i t h  t h is p i c t u r e ?  R e c y c l e d
p l a sti c  lu m b e r, f e n c in g a n d  furn itur e  c a n o ff-
s e t  l o g g i n g  fr o m  f i v e  t o  20 t i m e s o v e r a n d
s a v e s o n  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  l i a b i l i t y  a n d  o t h e r
c osts. A n d it c o m es in a ny c o lor yo u lik e !

O n c e  th e  use  o f w o o d f or p a p e r a n d o ut-
d o or c o nstru c tio n is e lim in a t e d , th e re ’s p l e nty
t o  g o  a r o u n d  f o r f u r n i t u r e  a n d  o t h e r l o n g -
t e r m uses. But w e  m ust lim it o ur use  to sust a in-
a b l e  so urc es. First, w e  c a n se e k o ut w o o d s a l-
v a g e d a n d re c l a im e d fro m o ld b u ild in gs, tre e
c r o p s a n d  fr o m  c l e a rin g s f o r d e v e l o p m e nt .
Th e re ’s a  lot o ut th e re . For inst a n c e , estim a t es
a r e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  80 b i l l i o n  ( t h a t ’ s b i l l i o n )
b o a rd  ft . o f c o c o nut p a l m w o o d  g e n e r a t e d
e a c h y e a r in So uth P a c if i c  c o c o n ut p l a nt a -
tio ns a lo n e . A  lo t m or e  w o o d  is g e n e r a t e d  in

ru b b e r p l a nt a tio ns in So uth e a st Asi a . A n d  w e
c a n in c r e a s e  d e c o nstru c t i o n o f b u il d in g s t o
re use  th e  w o o d a n d o th e r m a t e ri a ls.

A ft e r w e ’ v e  e xh a ust e d  th os e  o p t i o ns, w e
c a n turn to lo c a l sust a in a b le w o o ds. A lm ost a ll
o f th e  o ld-gro wth forests in th e c ontiguous Unit-
e d  St a t es h a v e  b e e n e lim in a t e d , l e a v in g se c-
o n d-g ro w th f o r e sts, a g ri c u ltur e , h o usin g  a n d
o th e r d e v e l o p m e n ts b e h in d .  Th e  N o rt h e a st
h a s  t h e  l a r g e s t  a r e a  o f  r e g r o w i n g  n a t u r a l
f o r e sts in th e  w o rl d . M u c h o f t h e s e  a r e  n o w
p r o d u c i n g  w o n d e r f u l w o o d s fr o m  c a r e f u l ly
m a n a g e d lo g g in g a n d th e re  a re  hun d re ds o f
c o m p a nies m a rke ting th ese m a teri a ls. 

F in a l ly , w h i l e  n o t f o r e sts, p l a n t a t i o ns a r e
p ro v id in g l a rg e  v o lu m es o f w o o d th a t c a n , in
so m e  c a s e s, o ffs e t th e  us e  o f w o o d s w ith a n
e v e n gre a t e r e c o lo g i c a l im p a c t. Use  o f p l a n-
t a t i o n  w o o d s s u c h  a s e u c a l y p t u s ,  r a d i a t a
p in e  a n d  g m e lin a  sh o u l d  b e  e x e c ut e d  c a r e-
f u l ly a n d  o n a  c a s e -b y- c a s e  b a sis,  w it h  t h e
h ist o ry o f th e  p l a nt a t io n t a k e n into  a c c o unt .
M a n y p l a n t a t i o ns w e r e  g r o w n o n l a n d  th a t
w a s f o r m e rly o l d -g r o w th f o r e st— c u t f irst  f o r
th e  p l a nt a tio n .

DOING YOUR RESEARCH
F o r a d d it i o n a l in f o r m a t i o n , d o w n l o a d

R a in f o r e st Re li e f ’s G u i d e lin e s f o r Av o i d in g
Wo o d fro m En d a n g e re d Forests, w h i c h c a n
b e  f o u n d  a t w w w .r a in f o r e str e li e f . o r g /
W h a t_t o_Av o i d _ a n d _A lt e rn a t iv e s /R a in f or e st_
Wo o d /Su m m a ry_ G u i d e s/ G u i d e_f or_ C o nsu m e
rs_ a n d_ C o m p a n i e s.htm l. M o r e  i m p o rt a n t ly ,
y o u  c a n  e m a i l R a i n f o r e st  R e l i e f ,  a t
in f o @r a in f o r e str e li e f . o r g , w h e n e v e r y o u a r e
c o nsi d e rin g  usin g  w o o d . Th e  org a n iz a tio n
resp o n ds to e v e ry q u estio n .

Wo o d  is a n a m a zin g  a n d  o ft e n b e a ut ifu l
m a t e ri a l m a d e  fro m liv in g org a n isms th a t su p-
p o rt  t h o us a n d s o f  o th e rs a n d  sust a in e n t ir e
e c o s y s t e m s .  W e  a l l  d e p e n d  o n  f o r e s t s ,
w h e th e r w e  th ink a b o ut it or n o t. We  c a n sus-
t a i n  t h e m ,  r e d u c e  c a r b o n  e m i ss i o n s  a n d
s p a r e  u n i q u e  l if e  f o r m s if w e  r e m e m b e r t h is
w h e n c h o osin g w o o d . ■

—Tim V ire o Ke a tin g c o-f o un d e d Ra in f orest
R e li e f in 1989 a n d  n o w  s e rv e s a s its d ir e c t o r
a n d trust e e .
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